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Healthy Infected

What is coccidioidomycosis?
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Distribution

of 

Coccidioides

species

Hector and Laniado-Laborin

2005. PLoSMedicine

What is coccidioidomycosis and why should we care?

What is coccidioidomycosis and why should we care?

Arizona

California

https:// www.cdc.gov/fungal/diseases/coccidioidomycosis/statistics.html
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2016

What is coccidioidomycosis and why should we care?

California

Cooksey et al. 2017 MMWR August 11, 2017 / 66(31);833ς834

2017

What is coccidioidomycosis and why should we care?
https:// www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/CocciEpiSummary2017.pdf
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Move from the patient to the environment.

Move from the patient to the environment.
Diagnostics.

How dangerous is this job? Do I need a respirator?
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Move from the patient to the environment.
Diagnostics.

How dangerous is this job? Do I need a respirator?
Pharmaceuticals.

Is this area so dangerous that I need to take antifungals 
prophylactically?



10/2/2018

10



10/2/2018

11

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ

What is the role, if any,  of native mammals in the life cycle of Coccidioides?



10/2/2018

12

Background

Small mammals

Chester W. Emmons

1942
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Granuloma in mouse lung

Ashburn and Emmons 1942. Archives of Pathology 34:791-800.

1942

13%

17%

Emmons and Ashburn, 1942

1942

Pocket Mouse

Kangaroo Rat
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C. W. EMMONS

/

/

/

. . . it may be primarily a disease of rodents . . . certain species of 
rodents constitute a natural reservoir of coccidioidomycosis and by 
their geographical distribution determine the areas of endemicity of 
the disease. 

1943


