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WHAT’S NEW WITH THE MSGERC?        AUTUMN 2022 NEWSLETTER 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Welcome to the Mycoses Study Group Education and Research Consortium. We are 

living exciting times in medical mycology as a cycle of antifungals and diagnostics is 

closing and a new one is starting. The next couple of years will see the launch of a 

handful of new antifungals and work in diagnostics is quickly ramping up as the base of 

immunocompromised patients continues to increase, therefore driving the need for 

precise and rapid diagnostics as close to the bedside as possible. Major changes in the 

epidemiology of invasive fungal infections are being described, and they require a swift 

response. 

Being the premier think tank in mycology in the US with global projection, MSGERC is 

expected to drive the research and education agenda for the foreseeable future. Aside 

from traditional clinical trials, diagnostic, and epidemiological studies, MSGERC will evolve and take on a 

leadership role in advocacy and awareness. 

We recognize the need expand our membership, create new volunteering opportunities, have a more global 

footprint, and most importantly, to train and mentor the next generation of medical mycologists. New committees 

such as a publications committee and the early career committee are being formed and a call for nominations for this 

and other existing committees will be sent out soon. We are also exploring a new fee structure for early career and 

low/middle income country members to make MSGERC membership more accessible to all.  

There has never been a time more exciting to be a member of the MSGERC! Let’s work together to usher this new 

era of medical mycology! 

Luis  

Luis Ostrosky-Zeichner, MD, FACP, FIDSA, FSHEA, FECMM 

President, Mycoses Study Group Education and Research Consortium 

IMPACTAdvocacyEducationMentoringScholarshipResearch
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MISSION & MEMBERSHIP 

Our mission is to be a resource for the development, conduct, and interpretation 

of translational investigations in clinical mycology, to provide effective live and 

enduring education in clinical mycology, to promote development of the next 

generation of practitioners and investigators in this field, and promote advocacy 

for the profession and patient populations. 
 

An organization is only as good as its membership. We 

thank you for your membership to the MSGERC and 

if you are not currently a member, we invite you to join 

or renew your membership.  Many of our colleagues 

have been long-standing MSG advocates or 

contributors, but may or may not have become formal 

members of MSGERC.  The MSGERC includes 

clinical, biotechnology and government members.  

Junior faculty membership is strongly encouraged.  

Membership dues are $175 for a two-year membership 

($125 for fellows). We also offer special membership 

rates for individuals from low to middle-income 

countries (LMIC) for $50. Go to MSGERC.org to 

join.  You may use PayPal or send a check.  It is 

important that you share with us your contact 

information and institution. If you are a current 

member, your contact information may have changed, 

so please update your member profile so we can 

remain in touch. 

If you have difficulties, email Debbie Zaparoni or 

Robyn Quinter at headquarters@msgerc.org.      

Official member benefits include:  

¶ Recognition as a MSGERC member and the 

historic value of the group. 

¶ Identification as a key opinion leader in your 

mycology specialization. 

¶ Opportunities to serve as a faculty on MSGERC 

CME or advisory consultations. 

 

¶ Recognition as a preferred investigator for 

mycology clinical research studies. 

¶ Eligibility to vote on important MSGERC 

matters   

¶ Eligibility to run for MSGERC Board of 

Directors and hold a leadership position helping 

to shape the future strategy, goals and mission of 

our organization. 

¶ Eligibility to serve as a leader on one of 

MSGERCôs standing committees. 

¶ Website presence by sharing clinical cases to 

drfungus.org 

¶ Online, searchable Membership Directory and 

self-management of full profile. 

¶ Reduced meeting registration rates for the 

Biennial Meetings. 

¶ Unparalleled access to a global community 

network of experts and renowned leaders in the 

mycology field.  

¶ Opportunities to initiate, create and publish 

ñposition papersò 

¶ Access to mentors across all areas of clinical 

and pre-clinical mycology 

¶ Newsletter updates and ability to join advocacy 

groups. 

 

 

 

EARLY CAREER MSG (ECMSG) 

On Friday, October 21, 2022, the MSGERC hosted an 

Early Career MSG (ECMSG) Launch Party at the 

Marriott Marquis in Washington, DC.  Over 80 

individuals attended this informal meet and greet 

activity. 

 

 

MSGERC is dedicated to supporting early career 

investigators and is forming an Early Career MSG 

Subcommittee of the MSGERC Membership 

Committee.  The group will grow its membership and 

define the unique needs of todays young investigators.  

 

 

https://msgerc.org/
mailto:headquarters@msgerc.org
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CASE OF THE MONTH UPDATE 

Drfungus.org is the key educational website for the 

MSGERC. We call it “your source for all things 

fungal”.  The site features and opportunity to present 

cases. We use the case presentation structure modified 

from the infamous Gorgas Course. Send your cases as 

a word document and include your .JPEG images as 

separate files.   

We are inviting you to submit clinical cases of patients 

who suffer with invasive fungal infections.  The case 

submission template is located on the Drfungus.org 

website under Contributions.  Please submit your 

cases to jones.5342@osu.edu.    

See this featured August 2022 Case of the Month  

submitted by Monica George, Audrey Wanger, Luis 

Ostrosky and Ana Salas of University of Texas Health 

Sciences Center, Houston entitled : “Cerebral 

Phaeohyphomycosis due to Curvularia spp.” Abstract: 

A 39-year-old female with a past medical history of 

HTN, morbid obesity, chronic rhinosinusitis, s/p 

bilateral functional endoscopic sinus surgery (FESS) 8 

months ago, presented with a 2-month history of 

worsening frontal headaches, accentuated by standing 

position and were accompanied by altered sense of 

smell and nausea. Admission CT scan head revealed 

left frontal lobe cerebral edema extending from the 

cribriform plate to the corpus callosum. The patient 

was admitted for further diagnostic workup and 

treatment. 

Review the rest of the case at: 

https://drfungus.org/august-2022-case-of-the-

month/  

 

https://drfungus.org/
https://www.uab.edu/medicine/gorgas/
https://drfungus.org/category/clinical-cases/
https://drfungus.org/category/clinical-cases/
mailto:jones.5342@osu.edu
https://drfungus.org/august-2022-case-of-the-month/
https://drfungus.org/august-2022-case-of-the-month/
https://drfungus.org/august-2022-case-of-the-month/
https://drfungus.org/august-2022-case-of-the-month/
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[Images submitted with the case by Monica George] 

CASE OF THE MONTH TEMPLATE FORM:  https://drfungus.org/case-of-the-month-template.docx 

SUBMIT TO CAROLYNN JONES BY EMAIL JONES.5342@OSU.EDU.  

We will accept cases that have been previously 

presented as a poster or podium talk; however, we 

cannot accept cases that have been previously 

published in a journal, due to journal copyright 

restrictions. Cases featured in Drfungus.org may be 

used in a future publication.  You must follow the Case 

of the Month Template and include a scholarly 

discussion of the case with references.  Images 

enhance the case presentation significantly. 

Under the leadership of Joe Vazquez, MD, we have 

published a total of 36 excellent cases that have been 

submitted by Board Members and their Junior Faculty 

and Fellows.  There are still spots for 2022 cases.  

Currently University of Cologne and Medical College of Georgia/Augusta University are tied! Congratulations 

to Oliver Cornely and Joe Vazquez!  

 

Institution  
2019  

Cases 

2020  

Cases 
2021 
Cases 

2022 

 Cases 

Total  

Cases  

Submitted 

University of Cologne 0 4 0 2 6 

Med College of GA- Augusta 1 2 2 1 6 

University of Michigan 1 3 1 0 5 

Duke University 2 1 0 2 5 

University of Alabama at 

Birmingham 

0 1 2 1 4 

MD Anderson 2 0 0 0 2 

UT Houston 0 0 0 2 2 

University of Maryland 0 0 2 0 2 

University of Pittsburgh 0 0 0 1 1 

University of Missouri 0 0 1 0 1 

UC Davis 0 0 0 1 1 

Mayo 0 1 0 0 1 

Total 6 12 8 10 36 

Some submitters have asked if they can cite these contributions in their CV. Yes, you should cite these on your CV. 

To illustrate, for the January 2020 case from Medical College of Georgia- Augusta University the citation would be: 

o Devarapalli M, and Siddiqui B. 2020, January. "Rhinocerebral Mucormycosis." DrFungus Case of 

the Month. Located at: https://drfungus.org/january-2020-case-of-the-month/  

 

https://drfungus.org/case-of-the-month-template.docx
mailto:jones.5342@osu.edu
https://drfungus.org/january-2020-case-of-the-month/
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We are investigating mechanisms for you to obtain DOIs for these cases.  Many can obtain this through their own 

academic libraries. 

 

FEATURED PUBLICATIONS (2020-2022) 

Noninvasive Testing and Surrogate Markers in Invasive 

Fungal Diseases.  
Thompson GR 3rd, Boulware DR, Bahr NC, Clancy CJ, 

Harrison TS, Kauffman CA, Le T, Miceli MH, Mylonakis E, 

Nguyen MH, Ostrosky-Zeichner L, Patterson TF, Perfect 

JR, Spec A, Kontoyiannis DP, Pappas PG. Open Forum 

Infect Dis. 2022 Mar 4;9(6):ofac112.  

 

A Care Step Pathway for the Diagnosis and Treatment 

of COVID-19-Associated Invasive Fungal Infections in 

the Intensive Care Unit.  
Jones CT, Kopf RS, Tushla L, Tran S, Hamilton C, Lyman 

M, McMullen R, Shah D, Stroman A, Wilkinson E, 

Kelmenson D, Vazquez J, Pappas PG.  2022 Crit Care 

Nurse e1-e11 

 

Coronavirus Disease 2019- Associated Invasive Fungal 

Infection 
Baddley JW, Thompson GR, Chen SC-A, White PL, 

Johnson MD, Nguyen MH, Schwartz IS, Spec A, Ostrosky-

Zeichner, L, Jackson BR, Patterson TF, Pappas PG. 2021 

Dec OFID 8(12, ofab510 

Core Recommendations for Antifungal Stewardship: A 

Statement of the Mycoses Study Group Education and 

Research Consortium.  

Johnson MD, Lewis RE, Dodds Ashley ES, Ostrosky-

Zeichner L, Zaoutis T, Thompson GR, Andes DR, Walsh TJ, 

Pappas PG, Cornely OA, Perfect JR, Kontoyiannis DP. J 

Infect Dis. 2020 Aug 5;222(Suppl 3):S175-S198. 

 

Clinical Mycology Today: A synopsis of the Mycoses 

Study Group Education and Research Consortium 

(MSGERC) second biennial meeting, September 27-30, 

2018, Big Sky, Montana, a proposed global research 

agenda.  
Pappas PG, Boulware DR, Kontoyiannis DP, Miceli MH, 

Ostrosky-Zeichner L, Spec A, Thompson GR, Chen S, 

Perfect JR; MSGERC investigators. Med Mycol. 2020 Jul 

1;58(5):569-578.  

 

Invasive Aspergillosis as an Under-recognized 

Superinfection in COVID-19  
George R Thompson Iii , Oliver A Cornely , Peter G 

Pappas  , Thomas F Patterson , Martin Hoenigl , Jeffrey D 

Jenks , Cornelius J Clancy , M Hong Nguyen  . 2020 Jun 

19;7(7):ofaa242.  

 

 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

@MSGERC   #covidandfungus 

in   

MSGERC SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE REPORT 

COMPLETED STUDIES 

MSG-03: Invasive Aspergillosis Combination Study 

PI:  Kieren Marr                         

Sponsor: Pfizer 

Manuscript: Marr K et al.,Ann Internal Med 

2015;162(2):81-89. doi:10.7326/M13-2508   

 

MSG-05: A re-analysis of the voriconazole versus 

amphotericin B followed by other licensed antifungal 

therapy for invasive aspergillosis trial  

PI: Raoul Herbrecht           

Sponsor: Pfizer 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32754626/*affiliation-7__;Iw!!KGKeukY!3FvtvChHp_HHobc_xB0DTyMNDNmaILkpkuY9ALOwA-5mv0gQlqTD2gJvEFrV_pOAkAk5DOd735AgWqlhvnVTqX29cbUS$
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Herbrecht R et al.,Clin Infect Dis. 2015 Mar 1;60(5):713-

20. doi: 10.1093/cid/ciu911 ; Herbrecht et al. NEJM 2002; 

347: 408-15. 

 

MSG-06: The Phaeohyphomycosis Registry  

PIs: Sanjay Revanker, John Baddley, Sharon Chen 

Sponsors: Merck, Gilead, Astellas  

Manuscript: OFID- https://doi.org/10.1093/ofid/ofx200  

 

MSG-07: Cryptococcosis Combined Analyses 

(International Retrospective Cryptococcosis Case 

Review) 

PIs: John Baddley, Sharon Chen, Emilio DeBess, Eleni 

Galanis, Julie Harris, Nicola Marsden-Haug, John Perfect, 

Peter Phillips, Peter Pappas  

Sponsor: Merck, CDC 

This retrospective study evaluated archived cases of C 

neoformans and C gattii from UAB, Duke, Australia, 

Canada (BC), Washington, and Oregon. Over 800 well-

defined cases have been identified yielding approximately 

70% C neoformans and 30% C gattii. Manuscript:  

CID  https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciab268  

 

MSG-08: Epidemic Mold Infections (Meningitis) in U.S. 

PIs: Carol Kauffman, Anu Malani, Tom Chiller, Peter 

Pappas  

Sponsors: CDC, Gilead, Merck 

This study captured the detailed, long-term clinical and 

therapeutic features of this outbreak. MSG’s role included 

site selection, electronic case report form development, 

data management and analysis. Nine sites provided case 

data gathered over 12 months of follow up. Manuscript:  

OFID https://doi.org/10.1093/ofid/ofaa164 

 

MSG-09: Prospective study of cryptococcosis among 

non-HIV infected patients (CINCH) 

PI:  Kieren Marr, MD                 

Sponsor: NIAID 

Manuscripts: Spec A et al Open Forum Infec Dis 2016 Dec; 

3 (Suppl 1): 122 doi 10.1093/ofid/ofw194.35; Marr KA et al. 

A multicenter, longitudinal cohort study of cryptococcosis in 

HIV-negative people in the United States CID, 2019, 70(2) 

doi: 10.1093/cid/ciz193. 

 

MSG-10: A Prospective, Multicenter, Open-Label, 

Randomized, Comparative Study to Estimate the 

Safety, Tolerability, Pharmacokinetics, and Efficacy of 

Oral SCY-078 vs. Standard of Care Following Initial 

Intravenous Echinocandin Therapy in the Treatment of 

Invasive Candidiasis (Including Candidemia) in 

Hospitalized Non-neutropenic Adults 

PI:  Peter Pappas, MD                  

Sponsor: Scynexis 

Spec A et al,. J Antimicrob Chemother. 2019 Oct 1;74(10): 

3056-3062. Doi10.1093/jac/dkz277   

   

MSG-11: Cryptococcal Infections in NonïHIV Infected 

Hosts:  A Prospective International Study 

PI:  Peter Pappas, MD                      

Sponsor: Gilead 

This international observational study is actively enrolling 

in Australia, Canada (BC), Europe, Taiwan, and India. Peru 

and France are expected to be enrolling by early summer 

2019. Study design is similar to MSG-09, which was 

performed as a domestic US study. 103  non-HIV infected 

patients with cryptococcosis have been enrolled of the 100 

intended over a 36-month period.  

Status:  Final analysis and publication- in process. 

 

MSG-12: Retrospective review of candidemia outcomes 

in a large US cohort utilizing the Premier database 

PI:  Brian Fisher, MD, Theo Zaoutis, MD, Luis Ostrosky-

Zeichner, MD      

Sponsor: CHOP 

The purpose of this study was to analyze treatment and 

outcomes among a large cohort (approximately 2000 

patients) across the US with Candida BSI in the Premier 

Databas.. The first analysis was presented at ICAAC 2015 

as an abstract in clinical mycology. Manuscripts: Vendetti N 

et al MSG12: Comparative effectiveness of echinocandins vs 

fluconazole therapy for the treatment of adult candidemia 

due to candida parapsilosis. OFID 2015 2 (Issue suppl_1) 

2017, doi: 10.1093/0fid/ofv133.94; Chiotos K, et al 

Comparative effectiveness of echinocandins versus 

fluconazole therapy for the treatment of adult candidemia 

due to Candida parapsilosis: a retrospective observational 

cohort study of the Mycoses Study Group (MSG-12) The 

Journal of Antimicrobial Chemotherapy 71 (12): 3536-

3539, Dec 2016.  

 

MSG-13: A Multi -Center, Case Control Study of a 

Lateral Flow Assay for the Diagnosis of Histoplasmosis 

(2R42-AI096945-03)  

PI: Peter Pappas, MD, Andrej Spec, MD  

Sponsor: IMMY/NIH Small Business Grant 

The MSGERC and MSG Coordinating Center have joined 

efforts with IMMY to develop and manage this multi-center, 

pre-510k case-control study to test investigational assays for 

diagnosing histoplasmosis (Lateral Flow Assay and Enzyme 

Immunoassay). This study closed in April 2018 with 164 

evaluable subjects including cases and controls. Specimens 

were processed at the IMMY laboratory in Oklahoma. 

Clinical data was captured using the REDCap electronic 

database. No publication. 

 

MSG-14: Prophylaxis Survey- Current  Treatment 

Patterns across BMT/HSCT & SOT 

PIs: John Baddley, MD, Tom Patterson, MD, Oliver 

Cornely, MD, Julian Lindsay, MD;  Orla Morrissey, MD; 

Eric Bow, MD; and Ricardo LaHoz, MD 

Sponsor: Mayne Pharma Pty Ltd.  

A survey of physicians to determine current treatment 

patterns and challenges to treatment across patient 

populations including Lung Transplant, Lymphoma and 

BMT/HSCT. To date over surveys have completed: Lung 

52 of 124 recipients; Lymphoma 23 of 423 recipients; 

HSCT 100 of 148 recipients. Abstract presented at TIMM 

2019. 

 
MSG-15: SUBA-itraconazole vs conventional 

itraconazole for endemic mycoses: randomized, open-

label international study 

PI: GR Thompson, MD, Peter Pappas, MD, Andrej Spec, 

MD  

Sponsor: Mayne Pharmaceuticals Pty Ltd 

This prospective, multi-center, randomized, open-label 

parallel arm study involving patients with proven or 

probable invasive endemic fungal infection evaluates 

pharmacokinetics, safety, efficacy, tolerability and health 

economics of oral SUBA-itraconazole compared to 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ofid/ofx200
https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciab268
https://doi.org/10.1093/ofid/ofaa164
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conventional itraconazole.  Enrollment has been completed 

at 88 participants (51 Histo; 17 Blasto; 13 Cocci; 5 Sporo). 

Largest endemic study conducted in decades. Completed. 

Publication underway.  

https://www.clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT03572049.  

 
MSG-16: Natural History of Antifungal Failure in IC in 

the US: A multicenter Study (NATURE-US) 

PI: Luis Ostrosky-Zeichner, MD  

Sponsor: Scynexis, Inc. 

The aim of this study is to describe the frequency and 

reasons for antifungal failure as well as current treatment 

strategies and outcomes for enrolled subjects. The study 

will include both retrospective and prospective cohort  

observations at approximately six sites in the US. A total of 

125 subjects with culture-proven Candidemia or invasive 

candidiasis with suspected antifungal therapy failure were 

enrolled at 5 centers.   Study is managed by UT-Houston.   

Status: Final DRC is underway pending final data 

monitoring. 

 

MSG-17: COVID-19 Associated pulmonary 

aspergillosis (CAPA) and other invasive fungal 

infections (CAPA) 

PI:  Peter Pappas, MD 

Sponsor:  Astellas and CDC 

The aim of this study is to determine the cumulative 

incidence of pulmonary aspergillosis in a cohort of 

COVID-19 positive patients with acute respiratory failure 

requiring mechanical ventilation for 72 hours or more.  

Other IFIs were included. A total of 221 cases from 7 sites 

were enrolled at 7 sites.  The study was managed by the 

UAB MSG Central Unit.  

Status: Analysis and publication underway 

 

MSG 19- COVID -19 and  Cryptococcus Registry 

PI: Jeremy Walker, MD 

Sponsor: MSGERC 

This was a rapid online registry that did not collect PHI, in 

an effort to understand patient cases of COVID-19 and 

Cryptococcus. Social media posts and emails were used to 

collect patients. A total of 70 cases were collected.  The 

study was managed at the UAB MSG Central Unit.   

Status: Publication development is underway.

MSGERC SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE REPORT

The MSGERC is often approached by industry 

partners to confer on the development of new clinical 

trials.  Master Services Agreements (MSA) and 

Statements of Work are negotiated between MSGERC 

and the study sponsor (biotechnology generally). Our 

services may be consultative for developing a study 

synopsis, a full study protocol, and other services, such 

as the Data Review Committee and Statistical 

Reporting.  Sometimes sponsors want to contract us 

for Clinical Operations, such as site selection, CRF 

and database development, site monitoring, regulatory 

affairs and safety tracking. Clinical operations are 

subcontracted to the MSG Central Unit at University 

of Alabama at Birmingham. Other institutions may 

also contract with our biotechnology partners to 

perform multi-site Clinical Operations.  For instance, 

the University of Texas, Houston is managing the 

Clinical Operations of the NATURE study (MSG 

#16).  For non-invasive studies, such as registries, the 

MSGERC can manage the project contract. 

MSGERC advisory and services include: 

 δInput into protocol design and methods 

 δStatistical methods, analyses and reports 

 δCase report form design 

 δClinical operations 

 δData Review Committees (DRC) 

 δProtocol and grant writing 

 δPublications 

 δSite selection 

 δRegulatory advising (NIH, FDA) 

 δContinuing medical education 

 δStudies using large databases 

 δGuidelines and endpoint definitions 

 δPatient reported/important outcomes 

 δDefining real world evidence approaches in IFI 

 

 

  

https://www.clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT03572049?term=suba+itraconazole&cond=Mycoses&rank=1


8 
 

HOW DO CLINICAL STUDIES BECOME DESIGNATED AS AN MSG STUDY? 

To be designated as an MSG study (MSG Study #), 

generally the MSG must have major input into study 

development and the conduct of the study at MSG 

sites, participation in the data review committee, 

review of the final study data, and participation in the 

manuscript preparation and submission. Often those 

studies are managed by pharmaceutical sponsors (IND 

holder) and other contract research organizations.  To 

be considered, studies are submitted to the MSG 

Scientific Committee for review, comment and 

approval before being designated as an MSG study.  

Such designation indicates that the study is a 

substantial contribution to clinical mycology, 

addresses an unmet need and has other important 

opportunities to the field.   

ACTIVELY RECRUITING STUDIES 

MSG 20: A Phase 3, Randomized, Double-blind study for patients with invasive candidiasis treated with IV 

Echinocandin followed by either Oral Ibrexafungerp or oral fluconazole (MARIO).   

MSG PI: Luis Ostrosky 

Sponsor: Scynexis 

This is an international clinical trial seeking 220 randomized participants.    Clinicaltrials.gov: NCT05178862 

MSGERC advisory team assisted with protocol design. Scynexis is managing the study.  Recruitment is underway. 

 

STUDIES IN PLANNING 

 

¶ A Phase IV, real world evidence (RWE) study of the use of olorofin in patients with invasive fungal 

infections (F2G)  

¶ Defining Desirability of Outcome Rankings for endpoint for invasive fungal infections (MSGERC DOOR 

Working Group) 

¶ Exploration of Patient Important Outcomes for Invasive Fungal Infections (MSGERC Cooperative 

Agreement- Advocacy Working Group) 

¶ Examination of Radiographic Outcomes in Invasive Mold Infections  

¶ A dose-finding study of novel antifungal agents targeting C. auris and antifungal resistant candida 

organisms. 
 

WHO FUNGAL PATHOGENS REPORT 

 

On October, 25 2022, the World Health Organization published the WHO Fungal Priority Pathogens List to Guide 

Research, Development and Public Action Plan. “This is the first global effort to systematically prioritize fungal 

pathogens, considering their unmet R&D needs and perceived public health importance”, says the WHO. The 

publication has created its list in three categories: Critical Priority, High Priority and Medium Priority. This is a 

significant contribution to Medical Mycology and the launch of this report has been featured in UN News, The 

Guardian, NPR, Sky News, Fox News, Axios among others. We are proud of the members of the MSGERC who 

contributed and the broad contributions of global mycology societies.  Look ahead to webinars that will highlight. 
 

MSGERC EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

COVID-19 caused delays in the 3rd Biennial Meeting; however, on the bright side, this also led to the MSGERC 

offering “Virtual Collaborative” and “Grand Rounds” webinars.  Metrics on attendees and post webinar video views 

are presented below.  Enduring recordings of the Webinars are available at MSGERC.org or covideducationhub.org. 

Opportunities to lead webinar topic development and presentation exist.  Contact msgerc@headquarters.com.  

 

 

https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT05178862?term=SCY-078-302&cond=Candidemia&draw=2&rank=1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240060241
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240060241
mailto:msgerc@headquarters.com
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“MSGERC VIRTUAL COLLABORATIVES” WEBINARS 

Pathways to 

Discovery in 

Clinical Mycology  

¶ NIAID Funding mechanisms for 

clinical translational mycology 

¶ Future directions in mycology 

(Lightening Talks) 

April 26, 2021 89 attendees / 99 registrants 

 

COVID and Fungus  Å Impact of COVID-19 on IFI 

Å Clinical and Educational Issues 

November 8, 2022 231 attendees / 298 registrants 

[306 individual video views/ 

96 full webinar views]  

Novel Antifungal 

Therapies and 

Stewardship  

Å Current regulatory climate 

Å Novel antifungal therapies 

Å Address gaps and current best 

practices in AF stewardship 

January 25, 2022 177 attendees / 342 registrants 

[284 individual video views / 

60 full webinar views. 

Diagnostics 

Update in IFI  

Å Emerging technologies for IFI 

diagnostics 

Å New imaging technologies 

Å Current challenges of non-

aspergillus mold infections 

May 2, 2022 196 attendees / 376 registrants 

[587 individual views] 

COVID-19 & IFI:  CDC COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT (COAG) EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVE 

In 2020, UAB (Peter Pappas, PI) was awarded a CDC-funded Cooperative Agreement to develop an educational 

initiative for COVID-19 associated invasive fungal infection.  This is a partnership with UAB, Terranova Medica, 

MSGERC and CDC. The Steering Committee includes: Peter 

Pappas, George R. Thompson, III, John W. Baddley, Carolynn 

Thomas Jones, Lisa Tushla and Tom Davis.  

The purpose of this initiative is to educate those healthcare 

providers who treat COVID-19 patients that require 

mechanical ventilation to diagnose and treat invasive fungal superinfections.  Patients with COVID-19 and mechanical 

ventilation are at higher risk for developing COVID-associated pulmonary aspergillosis (CAPA) or other invasive 

fungal infections (IFIs).   The Covidandfungus.org website has >45,000 unique viewers to date.   

Publications to date: 

Baddley J, Thompson GR, Chen SA, White PL, Johnson MD, Nguyen MH, Schwartz I, Spec A, Ostrosky-Zeichner 

L, Jackson BR, et al. COVID-19 Associated Invasive Fungal Infection, OFID: 2021; 8(12), 1-11. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ofid/ofab510 

Jones CT, Kopf RS, Tushla L, Tran S, Hamilton C, Lyman M, McMullen R, Shah D, Stroman A, Wilkinson E, 

Kelmenson D, Vazquz J, Pappas PG. A care step pathway for the diagnosis and treatment of covid-19-associated 

invasive fungal infections in the intensive care unit. CCN. E1-e11. Https://doi.org/10.4037/ccn2022237.  

Additional deliverables include:  

¶ Care Step Pathway and Resource Guide (1,422 downloads) 

¶ Caregiver Handout (332 downloads) 

¶ Faces of Fungal Infection- Patient Videos  

¶ Mucormycosis Infographic (438 downloads)

 

https://covidandfungus.org 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ofid/ofab510
https://aacnjournals.org/ccnonline/article/doi/10.4037/ccn2022237/31809/A-Care-Step-Pathway-for-the-Diagnosis-and
https://aacnjournals.org/ccnonline/article/doi/10.4037/ccn2022237/31809/A-Care-Step-Pathway-for-the-Diagnosis-and
https://doi.org/10.4037/ccn2022237
https://covidandfungus.org/care-step-pathways/
https://covidandfungus.org/ca-ifi-admission-handout/
https://covidandfungus.org/patient-videos/
https://covidandfungus.org/mucor-info-graphic-pc/
https://covidandfungus.org/
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  FUNGUS EDUCATION HUB

In fulfilling new educational work plans for Year 2 of the 

Cooperative Agreement with the CDC, Terranova 

Medica, LLC launched the funguseducationhub.org 

website (Unique Users > 6000 to date).  This is a central 

repository for educational materials developed by the 

MSGERC and Terranova Medica. We provide 

educational materials to both healthcare providers and patients and caregivers. The Healthcare Provider section 

includes podcasts, invasive candidiasis infographics, access to CME activities and Grand Rounds Webinars. The 

patient and caregiver section shares caregiver handouts, mucor infographic and patient interview videos.  Several 

exciting endeavors are planned for the fungus education hub during Year 3 of the CDC Cooperative Agreement that 

was recently funded.  

https://funguseducationhub.org 

CDC COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT METRICS: 

Under the direction of Dr. Peter Pappas, Dr. GR Thompson and Dr. Lisa Tushla, and the Steering Committee, the 

CDC Cooperative Agreement: Fungal Infections Educational Initiative has resulted in the following exciting 

metrics: 

3  
 

Websites 
 

2  
 

Publications 

4  
 

Care Step 
Pathways and 

Algorithms 

5  
 

Patient Video 
Series 

3  
 

Caregiver 
Resources 

4  
 

CME 
Activities 

7  
 

Infographics 

3  
 

Twitter Events 

3  
 

International 
Initiatives 

3  
 

Healthcare 
Disparities 
offerings 

4  
 

Live Events 

3 
 

Social Media 
Accounts 

 
 

  

We are accruing approximately 1,600 – 2,000 unique website visitors per month in covidandfungus.org and 

fungaleducationhub.org.  

  

https://funguseducationhub.org/
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MSGERC GRAND ROUNDS 

 

During 2022, Terranova Medica, LLC has led a series of MSGERC Grand Rounds webinars, as part of our 

work with the CDC Collaborative Agreement and the MSGERC.  Often registering over 300 and hosting 

an average of 175 attendees. Coming soon will be a Grand Rounds Webinar on the WHO Fungal Priority 

List. 

Challenges in Invasive Candidiasis  Peter G. Pappas, MD 

Brenda L. Tesini, MD 

March 28, 2022 

Cryptococcosis: Updated 

Management Strategies  

John Baddley, MD 

Jeremy Walker, MD 

May 27, 2022 

Second Conference on Invasive 

Fungal Infections in Latin America: 

Focus on Histoplasmosis and IFIs  

Marisa Miceli, MD June 15, 2022 

Invasive Mold Infections: Addressing 

Emerging Resistance  

Nathan P. Wiederhold, PharmD 

Thomas Patterson, MD 

Jeremy Gold, MD, MS 

August 30, 2022 

Community -acquired pneumonia: 

When to think fungus  

Robert Bradsher, MD 

Gabriel Vilchez, MD 

Dallas Smith, PharmD 

September 13, 2022 

Third Conference on Invasive Fungal 

Infections in Latin America: Focus on 

Candida auris and Sporothrix spp.  

Luis Ostrosky-Zeichner, MD  

Flavio De Queiroz Telles Filho, MD, PhD 

Indira Berrio Medina, MD 

 

December 9, 2022 

COMING SOON:  

WHO Fungal Priority List  

Luis Ostrosky Zeichner, MD 

Ana Alastruey-Izquierdo, PhD 

Joseph Jarvis, MD, PhD 

GR Thompson, MD 

Sharon Chen, MD 

Peter G. Pappas, MD 

TBA 

MSGERC 3RD BIENNIAL MEETING- CLINICAL MYCOLOGY TODAY 

 

 

The MSGERC 2022 Biennial Meeting “Clinical Mycology Today” took place September 7-9, 2022 at the Hyatt 

Regency Tamaya in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  It was wonderful to be back together in person.  We also offered the 

meeting as a live stream.  A total of 173 attended our 2 ½ day program.  Thirty-nine posters were presented.  Poster 

awards included: 
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¶ First Place (Hyunah Yoon | ANTIBODY IMMUNITY AND CRYPTOCOCCAL MENINGITIS IN A VIETNAMESE 

COHORT) 

¶ Second Place  (Nitipong Permpalung | URINE ASPERGILLUS ANTIGEN DETECTION AS AN AID TO 

DIAGNOSE INVASIVE ASPERGILLOSIS) 

¶ Third Place (Corinne Soutar | STRUCTURAL UNDERSTANDING OF RENAL SPARING 

AMPHOTERICIN B DERIVATIVES) 

¶ Fourth Place (Jessica S. Little | LOW INCIDENCE OF INVASIVE FUNGAL DISEASE FOLLOWING 

CD19 CHIMERIC ANTIGEN RECEPTOR T-CELL THERAPY) 

Meeting sessions included the following focus areas: 

¶ Growing and retaining the Medical Mycology Workforce.  

¶ Antifungal Therapy, Host Factors & Methods, Parts I, II, III 

¶ Careers in Medical Mycology/Lightening Talks from Young Investigators 

¶ Organisms, Resistance, & Antifungal Pipeline 

MSGERC BIENNIAL MEETING PROCEEDINGS & RECORDINGS 

The Video Recordings from the 3rd MSGERC Biennial “Clinical Mycology Today” meetings are located on the 

MSGERC YouTube Channel and are also accessible through the MSGERC.org website.  Proceedings from the 

meeting are currently in development.   

MSGERC LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD  

We were pleased to present the MSGERC Lifetime Achievement Award to Carol Kauffman, MD 

MACP.  Dr. Kauffman is Professor Emerita of Internal Medicine at the University of Michigan 

Medical School. She is one of the original members of the NIAID MSG, now MSGERC and has 

mentored countless clinicians and researchers in infectious diseases. She is an outstanding 

physician scientist and has amassed over 360 peer-reviewed publications. She also dedicated her 

career to underserved population of veterans at the Ann Arbor VA. The award was presented by her 

University of Michigan colleague, Dr. Marisa Miceli, MD. 

 

 

ACCREDITTED CME ACTIVITIES 

There are multiple currently active CME/CE activities in https://funguscme.org produced by Terranova Medica, 

LLC. 

 

 
 
FACULTY: 
Luis Ostrosky-Zeichner, MD, FACP, FIDSA, FSHEA, FECMM, CMQ 

George R. Thompson, III, MD 

James S. Lewis, II, PharmD, FIDSA  

Released 11/15/22    Expires: 11/14/2023 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBlAV_cS7pCsf6q2huEf00g
https://funguscme.org/
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FACULTY: 
Luis Ostrosky-Zeichner, MD, FACP, FIDSA, FSHEA, FECMM, CMQ 

Peter G. Pappas, MD, FACP 

Released: 10/17/22    Expires 10/16/23 

 

 
 
FACULTY: 
Luis Ostrosky-Zeichner, MD, FACP, FIDSA, FSHEA, FECMM, CMQ 

George R. Thompson, III, MD 

Nathan P. Wiederhold, PharmD 

Released: 9/19/22    Expires: 9/18/23 

 

 
 
FACULTY: 
Kim Hanson, MD, MHS 

Melissa D. Johnson, PharmD, MHS 

Daniel Kelmenson, MD 

Scott Kopf, DNP, MSN, CRNP, ACNP-BC 

Released: 11/12/21    Expires 11/11/22 
 

 
 

FACULTY: 
George R. Thompson, III, MD, FACP 

Dimitrios Kontoyiannis, MD, ScD, FACP, FIDSA, PhD Hon, FECMM, FAAM, FAAAS 

Minh-Hong Thi Nguyen, MD 

Released: 08/24/21    Expires 9/30/23 
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MSGERC ON TWITTER & OPENMYC 

 

Dr. Ilan Schwartz (@germhuntermd) leads the #MSGERC OPEN MYC twitter activity for the MSGERC and also 

tweets on behalf of the @msg_erc.  As of August 23, 2022, @MSG_ERC has 2618 followers from 92 countries and 

that list is growing. Since Autumn 2019, Dr. Schwartz  hosted six OpenMyc Sessions with members of the 

MSGERC, the CDC and other international clinicians. Each September we host an OpenMyc twitter session during 

the CDC Fungal Disease Awareness Week. In early COVID-19 pandemic, we had OpenMyc on COVID-19 

associated fungal infections and the Mucor outbreak in India, resulting in two infographic features on 

covidandfungus.org (Mucor Color Coding handout and MUCRO infographic). Please follow @msg_erc on Twitter 

and participate in our upcoming OpenMyc sessions! 

 

MSGERC COMMITTEES 

Activities of the MSGERC are carried out by members of our various committees and special subcommittees or 

working groups. Membership to committees is on a voluntary basis.  Those interested should contact MSGERC.org 

to sign up for a committee.  Stay tuned for upcoming survey soliciting membership to committees. As you can see 

below, we have opportunities! 

 SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE  
Charter: The Scientific Committee reviews and approves 

MSGERC concept proposals for MSG studies and 

contributes to initiatives for clinical mycology studies. 

Members: 

Peter G. Pappas, (Chair) 

David Andes (US) 

David Boulware (US) 

Sharon Chen (AU) 

Oliver Cornely (GR) 

Dimitrios Kontoyiannis (US) 

Bart-Jan Kullberg (NETH) 

Luis Ostrosky-Zeichner (US) 

Tom Patterson (US) 

John Perfect (US) 

Andre Spec (US) 

William J. Steinbach (US) 

George Thompson (US) 

Thomas Walsh (US) 

 

Subcommittees: 

 

Big Data, AI & Epidemiology Sub-Committee 

Charter: The Big Data Subcommittee works with 

investigators proposing database-related studies. 

Members: 

John Baddley, Chair 

Gerald McGwin  

Luis Ostrosky 

 

IFI Desirability of Outcomes Ranking (DOOR) 

Working Group  

Charter: The DOOR Working Group will convene key 

investigators to determine DOOR outcomes for IFIs 

using evidence-based methods  

Members: 

Luis Ostrosky, Chair 

 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE  
Charter: The Education Committee sets the educational agenda 

for the MSGERC including planned CME, non-CME and other  

educational activities for clinicians and patient groups. 

Members: 

George R. Thompson (Chair)(US)   

John Baddley (Co-chair) (US)      

Ilan Schwartz- Co-Chair, Social Media (CA) 

Joe Vazquez- Co-Chair, DrFungus Case of the Month (US) 

Peter Pappas- Co-Chair, Biennial Mtg, Patient Advocacy (US)  

Barbara Alexander (US)         

David Andes (US)   

David Boulware (US) 

Oliver Cornely (FRG)   

Dimitrios Kontoyiannis (US)   

Bart-Jan Kullberg (NETH)   

Marisa Micelli (US) 

Luis Ostrosky-Zeichner (US)      

Tom Patterson (US)  

Doctor Fungus Advisory Board 
George Thompson, MD 

Tom Patterson, MD 

Nathan Wiederhold, PhD 

Joe Vazquez, MD (Curator, Case of the Month) 

Peter Pappas, MD 

Carol Kauffman, MD 

 
Patient Advocacy and Patient Important Outcomes 
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PUBLICATION COMMITTEE  
Charter: The publication maintains the ongoing 

bibliography of the MSGERC and generates ideas for 

white papers to document the group contributions to 

clinical mycology. 

Members: TBD 

 

Biennial Meeting Proceedings  

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE  
Charter: The Membership Committee assists with 

creating ideas for expanding the MSGERC 

membership. 

Members: TBD 

 

 

Early Career MSG Membership Subcommittee 

Charter: The Early Career  

Members: 

 

 

BIENNIAL MEETING COMMITTEE  
Charter: The Biennial Meeting Committee works to 

establish a meeting venue, dates, and agenda. They 

also work to raise funds for the meeting. 

Members: 

Peter Pappas, Chair 

Luis Ostrosky-Zeichner 

John Perfect 

Barbara Alexander  

Marisa Micelli 

Oliver Cornely  

Sharon Chen  

Ilan Schwartz 

 

  

 

 

MSGERC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2022-2024 

  

 

Luis Ostrosky-Zeichner- President 

Dimitrios Kontoyiannis – President Elect 

John Perfect- Immediate Past President 

Marisa Miceli – Treasurer 

Ilan Schwartz- Secretary 

 

Members at Large: 

Barbara Alexander 

John Baddley, MD, MPH  

Sharon Chen 

Minh-Hong Nguyen 

Tom Patterson 

Monica Slavin 

George R. Thompson, III 

Joe Vazquez 

 

Non-Voting 

Scientific Committee Chair: Peter G. Pappas 

Education Committee Chair: GR Thompson 

CDC Representation:  Tom Chiller 

CME Advisor: Lisa Tushla 

 

Thank you to our outgoing Board Members: 
 

Peter G. Pappas- Immediate Past-President (2018-22) 

Oliver Cornely- Member at Large 

Bart-Jan Kullberg- Member at Large 
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CONTACT US 

 
Luis Ostrosky-Zeichner, MD, President 

Email: luis.ostrosky-zeichner@uth.tmc.edu  

 

Dimitrios Kontoyiannis, MD, President Elect 

Email: dkontoyi@mdanderson.org  

 

Peter G. Pappas, MD, Past President and Chair, Scientific 

Committee 

Email: ppappas@uabmc.edu  

  

Carolynn Thomas Jones, DNP, MSPH, RN, FAAN 

Executive Director 

Email: jones.5342@osu.edu      

Tel: (205) 612-0421 

 

MSG Coordinating Center, UAB 
Rachael McMullen 

Email: rlmcmullen@uabmc.edu    

 

MSGERC Association Mgt & Biannual 

Meeting Planning 
Beth Kassalen, President 

Debbie Zaparoni 

Robyn Quinter 

Kassalen Meeting & Events, LLC 

Email: headquarters@msgerc.org     
Tel: 412-343-2235        

Fax: 412-344-0599 

  

mailto:luis.ostrosky-zeichner@uth.tmc.edu
mailto:dkontoyi@mdanderson.org
mailto:ppappas@uabmc.edu
mailto:jones.5342@osu.edu
mailto:rlmcmullen@uabmc.edu
mailto:headquarters@msgerc.org

